is to archive The Great Apes: A Short History comfortably next to Raymond Corbey and Bert Theunissen's (1995) Ape, Man, Apeman: Changing Views since 1600 on my bookshelf. A point of difference between Herzfeld's book and Corbey and Theunissen's proceedings lies within the individual-level approach of the former, as compared to the species-level approach of the latter. Herzfeld recounts the lives of individual apes that have engaged with humans in many and varied ways: as research subjects, as cross-fostered family members, and as icons and cultural waypoints.
The superfamily Hominoidea is a taxonomic category that comprises the families Hylobatidae (small apes, also known as gibbons) and Hominidae (great apes and humans). Herzfeld limits her scholarship to an examination of the Hominidae. Although this decision is justifiable on both practical and historical grounds, the wholesale exclusion of the gibbons, historically suffering under the moniker of "lesser apes" (meant to distinguish them from their larger "great ape" relatives), is most unfortunate. Indeed, the omission even extends to Herzfeld's (incomplete) description of the superfamily Hominoidea (Preface, xii). The gibbons have received less public attention from the press and from the global conservation communitymaking them arguably the real neglected apes (Whittaker and Lappan 2009) . Such marginalization of gibbons in scientific circles lies in contrast to their centrality elsewhere, and Herzfeld has missed an opportunity to broaden the impact of her contribution. For example, representations of gibbons within the dynastic art of Ancient and Imperial China reveal a deep symbolic and persistent association (Geissmann 2008) . That is, the gibbon occupies a special niche in Chinese culture as a powerful and mysterious connective force between humankind and nature (Van Gulik 1967), their fluid movements and intricate song bouts underpinning their revered status (Malone et al. 2014) .
Herzfeld condenses a vast amount of scholarship into the book's 9 chapters and endnotes. I was pleasantly surprised by the detail, for example, provided on the history of particular field sites. Such careful reporting on the timing and political context of researchers' activities and presence, in relation to the insights provided by various ape species, provides a window into undercurrents of gendered knowledge production and scientific bias in primatology. While the breadth of coverage is commendable, associated by-products are the brevity and superficial coverage of some topics. The chapters can flow awkwardly at times between topics, interrupted by the frequent use of subheadings. For example, in Chapter 4 titled "Great Apes in the Eyes of Scientists: What Does it Mean to Be an Ape?", a single paragraph detailing the final phase of Robert Yerkes' career comprises the subsection titled "Apes for the Future of Humanity" in its entirety. Indeed, pulling back the lens, the chapters are organized around, cohesive themes. However, stylistically and structurally the reader may struggle, at times, to connect the dots.
All of the hominoid species, with the exception of humans, are threatened with a heightened risk of extinction, primarily due to humankind's increasingly acute alteration or destruction of ape habitats. We have an urgent need to raise awareness of the threats facing the apes, and an ever-narrowing margin in which to respond. Herzfeld's The Great Apes: A Short History is as important for us as it is for them. In examining the human condition, in the context of continuity with the living apes, we are propelled into a continuous reinterpretation and realignment of the enigmatic animal-human-nature-social boundary (Malone 2017 ). How we position ourselves and prioritize others will play a role in shaping the trajectories of all. Herzfeld's scholarship contributes much to the discussion, and therefore deserves our attention.
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